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Small Group Icebreaker (8min.)

¢ Introduce yourself. Welcome students by name.
Check in with them to see how they’re doing.

o Ask your students to describe their past week on a
scale from 1-10 Christmas cookies.

o Icebreaker: Would you rather have a surprise
birthday party or get to plan your birthday party?

Welcome (30sec.)

e Welcome everyone and say our three simple Loop
rules: Respect your leaders. Respect each other.
Respect the room.

¢ Invite everyone to stand for worship.

TransitiontoEpisode (30sec.)

¢ Get students excited for this week’s episode of The
Loop Show!

On this week’s Loop Show, we’re learning more about
how God brings fun into our lives. Today is all about
surprises, so buckle up! Let’s watch it now!

Offering and Announcements (2min.)

o Recap teaching in one sentence.

Celebrate hands raised during the salvation video.

« Show the spot where students can give their tithes
and offerings.

o Pray for tithes and offerings.

o Say: Did you know there are 24 collectible
bookmarks called Good Guides just for Loop
students? There are! This month is: Good Guide
number 17: God'’s Incredible Love
Get one all month long, stick it in your Bible, and build
your collection. Can you and your friends collect all
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¢ Transition to Activity.

Game Objective

Draw a surprise for someone and create a gift box they
can open to reveal it!

You’ll Need

Surprise Gift activity sheet (1 per student)
Set of Markers (1 per group)

Set Up
No additional set up needed
How to Play

Say: We're learning that even though life’s not always
easy, it can still be surprisingly fun! Who do you know
who could use a pleasant surprise? You'll make a
surprise gift for them to open!

1. Give each student a Surprise Gift activity sheet and
place markers where all students can access them.

2. Students draw (or write) a surprise in the center of
the page and color in the gift box.

3. Help them think of some ideas for what they could
draw (or write) for their surprise gift:

e A surprise they’ve received before!
o It can remind them that God can help our lives to
be surprisingly fun!
e A surprise they can give someone else to make
them smile and feel loved! It could show:
o Something they like about them.
o Something they wish they could give them.
o Something they will do for them, like help with
their chores, play a game together, etc.

4. Fold top half of page backward, along dotted lines.

5. Fold page downward on middle line to form a closed
box.

6. Unfold page to reveal the gift that was drawn on the
page! (See illustrations on back of this guide.)

7. If time allows, students share what they wrote and
show how they designed their gift.

Small Group Discussion (10 min.)

Today's Main Idea

Life won’t always go as planned, but it can still be
surprisingly fun.

Review Today’s Big Question

How would you describe the word “anticipation”?

Review Today's Bible Verse

¢ Locate Bibles in the room, look up the verse together,
and talk about what’s the same and what’s different if
it’s in a different translation.

Psalm 16:8-9 NLT / know the LoRD is always with me. |

will not be shaken, for he is right beside me. No wonder

my heart is glad, and | rejoice. My body rests in safety.

What do you think is important for you, personally, to
remember from this Bible passage?

More Questions to Keep Your Group Talking

What stood out to you the most from today’s Loop
Show? What'’s one thing you learned?

Be honest: Do you like surprises or do you prefer to
know what’s coming?

How could living with anticipation make life more fun?

Talk about a time when things didn’t go exactly as
planned—but turned out surprisingly good.

How can you keep a joyful attitude when plans change?

What’s one way you can look for God’s good surprises
this week?

Pray Together

Check in with your group. How are they doing? Anything
they want to ask or thank God for? Pray together!

How welcoming is your group? Christmas services are
almost here, and they’re a great opportunity to watch your
welcoming skills bloom! Encourage students to invite their
friends, to introduce themselves, to make sure no one sits
alone, and to help everyone feel welcomed in church!



Start with sheet facing up. Students
draw their surprise gift in the space

between top of box and bottom of box.

Ras)

Students draw their
surprise here!
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Surprise Gift Box Tips

Fold top portion back on dotted
guidelines.

(Top half of box folded back)

Surprise gift drawing
here!

Fold center of page down on dotted
guidelines to show a closed gift box.
When page is opened, gift is revealed!

Folding down at center line
hides the surprise and
“closes” the box like this!
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