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Small Group Icebreaker (8min.)

Introduce yourself. Welcome students by name.
Check in with them to see how they’re doing.

Ask students to rate their week on a scale from 0 to
10 party hats (and tell why they chose their rating).

Icebreaker: Describe everything that you’d include
or do to create the best party ever.

Welcome (30sec.)

Welcome everyone and say our three simple Loop
rules: Respect your leaders. Respect each other.
Respect the room.

Invite everyone to stand for worship.

Transitionto Episode (30sec.)

Get students excited for this week’s episode of The
Loop Show!

This week’s Loop Show is all about parties! What kind
of party challenges will Ricky and Jayme have to
endure? Let’s find out right now!

Offering and Announcements (2min.)

Recap teaching in one sentence.

Celebrate hands raised during the salvation video.
Show the spot where students can give their tithes
and offerings.

Pray for tithes and offerings.

Say: 6t graders, have you heard about Switch? It's
our youth ministry for 6th-12th graders on Wednesday
nights. You’ll worship together, learn about Jesus,
make new friends, and have small group time with
other Switch students. Talk to our Youth Pastor today
to learn how and when you can join in!

Transition to Activity.

Game Objective

Create an “ugly” Christmas sweater using all 5 mystery
stickers and markers. If time allows, design a nice
sweater, too.

You’ll Need

Sweater Joy activity sheet (1 per student)
Foam Christmas stickers (5 per student)
Set of markers (1 per group)

Set Up
No additional set up needed
How to Play

Say: We're learning how we can celebrate God’s love
and goodness with joy—even when life gets ugly. And
that brings us to sweaters: ugly Christmas sweaters!
Today, we’re having a contest to see who can design the
best “ugly” sweater using all 5 mystery decorations
you’re given. And, you can even design an everyday
“nice” sweater while you're at it!

1. Give students a Sweater Joy activity sheet and 5
foam stickers. Note: Try to just give each student the

first 5 random stickers that you grab from your supply.

If a student gets 5 yellow dots or 5 candy canes, it’s
okay and is part of the challenge!

2. Place markers where students can access them.

3. Students design their sweaters using stickers and
markers as time allows.

4. When time’s almost up, you can vote with applause
until you have a winner for the best “ugly” sweater! If
time allows, you can also vote for the best regular
sweater design!

Small Group Discussion (10 min.)

Today's Main Idea

Because of God’s love and promises, we can party in good
times and bad times.

Review Today’s Big Question

What are some creative ways you can celebrate with joy in
both good and tough times?

Review Today’s Bible Verse

¢ Locate Bibles in the room, look up the verse together,
and talk about what's the same and what’s different if
it's in a different translation.

Psalm 150:6 NIRV Let everything that has breath praise
the LorRp. ...

e What do you think God wants to teach you from today’s
Bible verse?

More Questions to Keep Your Group Talking

What stood out to you the most from today’s Loop
Show? What’s one thing you learned?

Why do you think it’s tempting for people to act like
they’re happy even when they’re really hurting?

Who’s someone you know who will help you find joy
when you're really struggling? How does that person
make you feel?

How can you become the kind of person others come to
when they need help finding hope and joy in God?

Challenge yourselves! This week, write down one thing,
each day, that you can celebrate and be thankful for.
(Start right now! See if each person can think of one
thing from today they can praise God for.)

Pray Together

Check in with your group. How are they doing? Anything
they want to ask or thank God for? Pray together!

Ideas to make worship time lively: Ask a few students
to be leaders—they can sing up front! Make a contest of
which side of the room can sing the loudest. Challenge
students to sing louder together than leaders. Pro tip:
Tell them how great they sound! (In general, encourage
them way, way, way more than you think you need to. It
means a lot to this age group!)




No activity supplement needed for this week.



