
 

 

	

	
	 	

 

 

Small Group Discussion  

  
 Say the point and Bible verse together. 
 I can be thankful when things are good—and when 

they’re not. 
1 Thessalonians 5:18 NIRV Give thanks no matter 
what happens. God wants you to thank him because 
you believe in Christ Jesus. 
1. Who always has something to be thankful for? 

Everyone who believes in Jesus 
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Small Group Welcome 
 

 Choose a few review questions. 
  

1. What do you think it means to be thankful? 
Answers will vary. 

2. How did Paul and Silas from today’s Bible story 
(Acts 16:22-34) stay thankful? Answers will vary. 

3. How can you stay thankful if you don’t have 
everything you want? Answers will vary. 

4. What things make it hard for you to be thankful? 
Answers will vary. Ideas: Losing things you love, not 
getting what you want, bad things happen, etc. 

5. What are some things you can always be thankful 
for? God made us, God is always good, God listens to 
us, we’re friends with God when we follow Jesus, etc. 

1. Introduce yourself, and welcome new kids by name. 
2. Kids share what happened during the past week. 
3. Check up on past week’s prayer requests and events. 
4. Discuss the welcome question: What’s the best 

thing that ever happened to you? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Small Group Activity 
 

 

  

You’ll Need 
Per Kid Nothing 
Per Group Thankful activity supplement 

After Activity 
Kids Keep Nothing 
You Keep Activity supplement (throw away/recycle) 

To Do 
Say: Even when bad things happen, we still have a lot of 
reasons to thank God. Here are some things to thank Him 
for! (Read some ideas from Thankful activity supplement.) 
1. Sit in a circle. 
2. Say the phrase, “I am thankful for,” then say 

something you’re thankful for. 
• For example, “I am thankful for Jesus’ peace.” 

3. Help the kid next to you say the phrase, “I am thankful 
for,” say something they are thankful for, and then say 
the thing you were thankful for.  
• For example, “I am thankful for how much God 

loves me, and they are thankful for Jesus’ peace.” 
• Use the activity supplement for ideas when needed. 

4. Continue around the group with each kid saying the 
phrase, “I am thankful for,” saying something they are 
thankful for, and then saying all the other things 
people said they were thankful for.  

5. The round ends when everyone has had a turn. 
6. If time allows, play again, but give different answers. 

 

 

 Choose an action step question. 
 

1. What do you think will help you to be more 
thankful? Answers will vary. Ideas: Thank God for 
what you have, remember what Jesus did, etc. 

2. When bad things happen, it’s important to talk 
about it. Who can you talk to? Answers will vary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Pray together. 
 

1. Ask kids to share things they’d like to pray about. 
2. Write down their prayer requests. 
3. Pray together over the prayer requests. 
Not sure what to pray? Pray this: God, please remind 
us how good You are, even when we don’t have 
everything we want. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Check Out  

 
Stay in small groups until kids are checked out. 

  

 1. Encourage kids to talk about what’s on their mind and 
play the game again. 

2. When a kid from your small group leaves, say 
something positive and specific to their family. 

3. Tell parents to take a pic of the parent convo card at 
the door to help continue the conversation at home. 

 

 

 

 

Please save questions on back for Small Group Discussion. 
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